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The exhibition was
curated by the Heritage
group at St Marylebone
Parish Church. It is on
display from March to
the end of August 2026




The History of
S! Marylebone in

100 Objects

The exhibition comprises
a display case and,
alongside, a tablet
displaying a slideshow of
photos




Old Philologians:
One Case, Many Voices

Founded by the Philological Society in 1792 on
Mary Street to educate boys from disadvantaged
backgrounds, St Marylebone Grammar School later
made its home on Marylebone Road, shaping
generations of boys for over a century.

Even though this case traces a single school’s past,
the curiosity, adventure, and challenges portrayed
will strike a chord with anyone who remembers the

rthythms of school life.
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Programimes

The various programmes on this shelf would detail the school’s

theatre productions’ timings and cast members, including Julius
Ceasar (1951), The Tempest (1957) and one example of the special
‘School Play’, Scapin the Scamp

Performance Ph

[he late Ted McNeal, who was Deputy Headmaster at the time of

the school’s closure appears in various photographs from a

school play, demonstrating how deeply involved teachers were

in promoting the students’ creativity and self-expression.
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At its heart is community. The school fostered a sense
of belonging through shared routines, rituals and
friendships that lasted beyond the classroom.

PHIEOEOGIANY 7~ |71~ /=" M@E The symbols of a beehive and bees adorn the hat, tie,
‘ Q ' % S M8 badge and school crest, reminding us of the values of
S 7 U - cooperation and mutual support which the school
‘ ) & sought to inspire.

Letters, such as one from Buckingham Palace, capture
the wider connections the community nurtured, and
newsletters reveal how the school kept students, staff
and families connected.
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LENES L : | Offsetting the dru g‘ 'y of ¢ everyday schoolwork
ol ‘ - | with adventure and play was essential.

From 1929, iconic trips to Forest Green camp in
Surrey gave city boys the chance to experience ‘life
under canvas’, as captured by photos over the years,
showing both the discipline and joyful chaos of their
adventures. Today, the camp, known as ‘The Mill’,
continues to be used by William Ellis School, among
others, keeping the spirit of those trips alive.

Similarly, the school’s sporting life — from sports

days to rugby and cricket matches — fostered _
teamwork and camaraderie, which stayed long afte :
the final whistle.




Phoenix Trophy

The Phoenix Trophy was contesled by the
three junior forms of the 1st and 2nd Years -

Hawks, Ravens and Skuas. Each form, made

up of 30 boys, competed throughout the year

in rugby, cricket, cross-country, athletics,
swimming and other activities.

\ Date: From 1955-1969
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Rugby Fixtures

Inter-school competition was central to sporting life at St
Marylebone, with this annotated fixture card showing scheduled
matches against other grammar schools including Kilburn

Grammar and William Ellis.

EASY LANE M EAST LAE A L Date: 1950-51
LS. "
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Rugby Team Photo

Photos of sports teams, such as the Rugby 1* XV, capture the
school’s pride and honour in the boys’ sporting abilities, and the

strong teamwork necessary for success on the pitch!

Date: 1971-72




Images from Forest Green

Rows of tents, the old Mill building and snapshots
of camp-life portraying discipline and laughter
capture Forest Green as generations of boys would

have known it. Many more photographs, and a

short videoclip of Forest Green, can be seen on the

accompanying tablet.
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The following pages are from the
slideshow on the tablet next to the
display case...







Cohorts of students came and went.
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Cohorts of students came and went.

Hundreds of faces passed through the school’s doors.
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Cohorts of students came and went.

Hundreds of faces passed through the school’s doors.

But the spirit and memories of the Old Philologians live on.

— —



This digital display shares memories of former pupils of St
Marylebone Grammar School.

Here you will find photographs from the Old Philologians
Archive and personal collections, alongside reflections
from those who once walked the school’s corridors.

Together these images and voices offer a glimpse into
school life and the friendships, traditions, and experiences
that shaped generations of Philologians.




Produced with the support of
the Old Philologians
Associ/ation, with special
thanks to Ray Smith and
Omar Harmon for their

conltributions to this
exhibition.
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The school captured from
the outside, in the 1960s




PHILOLOGICAL SCHOOL, NEW ROAD,

School engravings from 1857, after the school had moved
AT e s from Mary Street (now known as Staphope Street) in 1827 to
Its premises on New Road’, now Marylebone Road

— —




1970

Headmaster’s Study, up to



“After | applied to SMGS, | had an
interview with headmaster Llewellyn
Smith. It consisted of an English
comprehension test and a history test.
I’ll never forget that when Llewellyn
Smith briefly went out of the room, my
Dad told me the answer to one of the
English questions! He got it right too!”

1968

— —



“When | was waiting for my interview
in the library, an older boy came
over to me, which | dreaded, saw
that | was here for an interview and
said, ‘good luck’.

| thought ‘there’s a boy saying nice
things to me’. A real shock! |
thought ‘| want to come here’.”

1973

— —



The School Library, late 1960s
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Stained Glass Window
in the School Library
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“SMGS pupils had incredibly diverse
backgrounds. By 1973 there were
many races and nationalities. |
expected some racist bullying when
| joined, but it was fantastic, there
was none.”

1973

— —



One of the most memorable parts of
school life Is its teachers.

For many Old Boys, the influence of a
good teacher |lasted far beyond their
school years.



“Our beloved French teacher, Rory
Hands, gave us all nicknames. Very
un—PC, but fun. | was called cheval
because of my facial resemblance to
that animal and my friend, Gerald
Rothman, who had a croaky singing
voice was grenouille.”

1950

— —



“Our Latin teacher gave us all
Latin names. I'm afraid that |
can't remember his name. We
only spoke Latin in his class. |
never heard him speak a word of
English.”

1949



School Teachers, 1976

School Masters, 1880



The Camp at Forest Green

1965 The Mill building
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Boys
digaing the
sSwimming
pool at
fForest
Green in
1950
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“Those weeks at camp
forged special relationships
between staff and boys
which carried over into the
classrooms enhancing our
learning.

| owe a lot to those weeks.”

1957




“During my last summer camp in
June 1951, the swimming pool was
emptied and my form 5Sc, together
with boys from VISc spent the full
week hand mixing and laying a two-—
inch—thick fine concrete screed over

the base.”
1957



“At school camp | once .
peeled a potato by =
slicing it with six cuts, = ——
top, bottom and sides.
What was once a very | b
large potato had been =
reduced now to a very b5
small cube; genius | = |7
personally thought; my i -
schoolmates thought so
too and laughed, but
sadly the teacher who
was chief cook dldnt . o kA
see the funny side.” Spud Bashing, 1963

1969

— —




Resting by the Phillip Wayne (Former
Headrr?as¥ers] Memoﬁal Fguntéin
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Dick Charon, 1st leg relay for Westminster
Schools at Crystal Palace, 1967




“Gym homework!” said Mr Bosley at
the end of 1H’s first gym lesson of
the Autumn Term in 1968. We
couldn’t believe our 11-year—old
ears. “When you get home today,

stand in front of a mirror and
GROWL!”

1968



“My brother, Jeremy, was the
distance running, track star. | was
proud of him but couldn’t emulate
as | suffered from asthma. Then one
day | came 13th out of 75. The great
Colin Bosley said ‘I'm proud of you,
McCarthy!” Respect from a caring

teacher!”
1970



Sports Day winner awarded trophy by Mrs Spiers and George

Hartshorn, 1968 ‘ '



“Sailed through at SMGS without
leaving a mark on the sides except |
won a swimming race once.”

1949-57



18T XV, 1969-1970

I W 1A1

Rugby 7s Team, 1974



Among other proaductions

The Devil’s Disciple

The Government Inspector



“Mr Cox, Head of English, produced the
play Volpone in 1979. For the first time
ever, he organised three girls from
Camden School for Girls to join us. With
girls coming into a boys school, they
received a great deal of attention. This
may well have resulted in a few extra
volunteers from the boys to take part

1979

'”

— —



From a production
of ‘Othello, the Moor
of Venice’



A Concert
Programme

1, - ‘Preludes’

Trumpet Solo: 14 farch layed by Thompson (1R)
'The Farmer's Joh :re read by A. Landes (2H)

L, Glucksiein

P. Cohen (2H) reads his own poem 'The Jungle'

Piano Sola: Telem: A pleyed by Economides

'The Eagle' by T.W. 4 by C. Hewitt (1H)

'When Icicles Willier ee read by A. Morrisen (1)
D. Cain (1H) reads his own poem 'Ses Anemone'

Three poems called 'Death’
read by the writers

'The Lobster Quadrille' by Lewis Carroll read by R. Moonilall
with other members of 1S
Flute Solos Two Minuets by Bach pl
ing of Parts' by Henry Reed read by
a Child' Rod McKuen read by A.

own poem

read by their write

(18)
own poem 'Wintex'
own poem

gan ond two violins

"Dreams and Incentations® imclu
n, George hokespeare, Shclley,

. et 3, e . i Christmas Carol
N Programme —
the final one

before the




Despite strong opposition from governors, parents, supporters and
students, St Marylebone Grammar School closed in 1981 after a long period
of uncertainty shaped by national changes in education policy.

Yet the story did not end there. The spirit of SMGS has endured beyond its
closure: the Old Philologians continue to come together, sustaining the
memories, friendships and shared identity which defined the school for

generations. Their stories are kept alive also by their careful preservation of

the items and photos central to their memories, including items on display.

In 1983, Forest Green Camp was transferred to William Ellis School and
renamed the St Marylebone Camp. Now known as “The Mill,” it remains in
active use by schools and youth groups, while also hosting an annual
reunion of the Old Philologians.
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