


The exhibition was 
curated by the Heritage 
group at St Marylebone 
Parish Church. It is on 
display from March to 
the end of August 2026



The exhibition comprises 
a display case and, 
alongside, a tablet 
displaying a slideshow of 
photos























The following pages are from the 
slideshow on the tablet next to the 
display case...











This digital display shares memories of former pupils of St 
Marylebone Grammar School.

Here you will find photographs from the Old Philologians 
Archive and personal collections, alongside reflections 
from those who once walked the school’s corridors.

Together these images and voices offer a glimpse into 
school life and the friendships, traditions, and experiences 

that shaped generations of Philologians.



Produced with the support of 
the Old Philologians 

Association, with special 
thanks to Ray Smith and 
Omar Harmon for their 
contributions to this 

exhibition. 



The school captured from 
the outside, in the 1960s



School engravings from 1857, after the school had moved 
from Mary Street (now known as Stanhope Street) in 1827 to 

its premises on ‘New Road’, now Marylebone Road 



Headmaster’s Study, up to 
1970



“After I applied to SMGS, I had an 
interview with headmaster Llewellyn 
Smith. It consisted of an English 
comprehension test and a history test. 
I’ll never forget that when Llewellyn 
Smith briefly went out of the room, my 
Dad told me the answer to one of the 
English questions! He got it right too!”

1968



“When I was waiting for my interview 
in the library, an older boy came 
over to me, which I dreaded, saw 
that I was here for an interview and 
said, ‘good luck’. 
I thought ‘there’s a boy saying nice 
things to me’. A real shock! I 
thought ‘I want to come here’.”

1973



The School Library, late 1960s

On display, the Honours Boards and Philological 
School Crest



Stained Glass Window 
in the School Library













“SMGS pupils had incredibly diverse 
backgrounds. By 1973 there were 
many races and nationalities. I 
expected some racist bullying when 
I joined, but it was fantastic, there 
was none.”

1973



One of the most memorable parts of 
school life is its teachers. 

For many Old Boys, the influence of a 
good teacher lasted far beyond their 

school years. 



“Our beloved French teacher, Rory 
Hands, gave us all nicknames. Very 
un-PC, but fun. I was called cheval 
because of my facial resemblance to 
that animal and my friend, Gerald 
Rothman, who had a croaky singing 
voice was grenouille.”

1950



“Our Latin teacher gave us all 
Latin names. I'm afraid that I 
can't remember his name. We 
only spoke Latin in his class. I 
never heard him speak a word of 
English.”
1949



School Masters, 1880 

School Teachers, 1976 



1965

1975

The Mill building

The Camp at Forest Green



Boys 
digging the 
swimming 
pool at 
Forest 
Green in 
1930















Balancing duties and fun at the camp - 1965



“Those weeks at camp 
forged special relationships 
between staff and boys 
which carried over into the 
classrooms enhancing our 
learning. 
I owe a lot to those weeks.”

1951



“During my last summer camp in 
June 1951, the swimming pool was 
emptied and my form 5Sc, together 
with boys from VISc spent the full 
week hand mixing and laying a two-
inch-thick fine concrete screed over 
the base.”
1951



Spud Bashing, 1963

“At school camp I once 
peeled a potato by 

slicing it with six cuts, 
top, bottom and sides. 
What was once a very 
large potato had been 
reduced now to a very 

small cube; genius I 
personally thought; my 

schoolmates thought so 
too and laughed, but 

sadly the teacher who 
was chief cook didn’t 
see the funny side.”

1969



Resting by the Phillip Wayne (Former 
Headmaster) Memorial Fountain 

and the Memorial Garden



Waiting for the bus back, 1975



Senior 100-yard race, 1971 

Dick Charon, 1st leg relay for Westminster 
Schools at Crystal Palace, 1967



“Gym homework!” said Mr Bosley at 
the end of 1H’s first gym lesson of 
the Autumn Term in 1968. We 
couldn’t believe our 11-year-old 
ears. “When you get home today, 
stand in front of a mirror and 
GROWL!”

1968



“My brother, Jeremy, was the 
distance running, track star. I was 
proud of him but couldn’t emulate 
as I suffered from asthma. Then one 
day I came 13th out of 75. The great 
Colin Bosley said ‘I’m proud of you, 
McCarthy!’ Respect from a caring 
teacher!”
1970



Sports Day winner awarded trophy by Mrs Spiers and George 
Hartshorn, 1968



“Sailed through at SMGS without 
leaving a mark on the sides except I 
won a swimming race once.”

1949-57



Rugby 7s Team, 1974

1ST XV, 1969-1970



The Devil’s Disciple

The Government Inspector

Among other productions



“Mr Cox, Head of English, produced the 
play Volpone in 1979. For the first time 
ever, he organised three girls from 
Camden School for Girls to join us. With 
girls coming into a boys school, they 
received a great deal of attention. This 
may well have resulted in a few extra 
volunteers from the boys to take part!” 

1979



From a production 
of ‘Othello, the Moor 
of Venice’



A Concert 
Programme 

Christmas Carol 
Programme -
the final one 

before the 
school’s closure  



Despite strong opposition from governors, parents, supporters and 
students, St Marylebone Grammar School closed in 1981 after a long period 

of uncertainty shaped by national changes in education policy. 

Yet the story did not end there. The spirit of SMGS has endured beyond its 
closure: the Old Philologians continue to come together, sustaining the 
memories, friendships and shared identity which defined the school for 

generations. Their stories are kept alive also by their careful preservation of 
the items and photos central to their memories, including items on display.

In 1983, Forest Green Camp was transferred to William Ellis School and 
renamed the St Marylebone Camp. Now known as “The Mill,” it remains in 

active use by schools and youth groups, while also hosting an annual 
reunion of the Old Philologians.


